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Meeting Overview 
 
On Friday, October 17th, Washington Regional Food Funders hosted its 2014 convening for 110 
representatives from Greater Washington nonprofit organizations, businesses, local, state, and federal 
government, food policy councils, and philanthropic organizations. The purpose was to share 
information about U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs available through the 2014 Farm 
Bill which can support the development of a more equitable regional food system in Greater 
Washington.  
 
Using panel and small group discussions, nonprofits, institutions, and others shared practical examples 
of how they’ve used USDA funds to connect low-income consumers with local, healthy food at farmers 
markets and schools in particular. Another major focus of the day was on how these federal funds have 
been leveraged to train new farmers, and to increase production and distribution of local food. In 
many cases, partnership with philanthropy and/or other types of funders - such as local government - 
is important to ensuring that organizations secure needed matching support. 
 
In addition to providing networking opportunities and technical information on USDA programs, 
several other presentations were offered. One was a lunch for interested Virginia funders, sponsored 
by Dietel Partners, on the results of a statewide Farmers Market Assessment. Virginia has more 
farmers markets than Maryland and the District of Columbia combined, yet it trails both when it comes 
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to connecting low-income consumers with farm fresh healthy food at farmers markets. The 2014 Farm 
Bill offers opportunities to address this, as well as to continue to strengthen and expand programming 
in D.C. and MD. 
 
Another lunchtime presentation addressed other federal resources which can support regional food 
system development. The Center for Regional Food Systems at Michigan State University shared 
findings from the survey they conducted on Local Government Support for Food Systems in partnership 
with International City/County Management Association. Lastly, the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable 
Future at the Bloomberg School of Public Health facilitated a conversation for food policy council and 
coalition members on the Chesapeake Food Policy Council Leadership Training offered in early 
October. 
 
Themes from the meeting, highlights from the evaluations, and next steps are highlighted briefly 
below. Important handouts from the meeting are also provided. 

 
Themes 
 
Many nonprofit organizations in Greater Washington will continue to seek USDA funds to support their 
efforts to build our regional food system. Funding is competitive and eligibility for many of these 
programs requires local matching funds. Partnerships and relationships with philanthropy, local 
government, and others will remain key to successfully leveraging these resources.  
 
Different types of funders are better suited to fund the diversity of activities that are needed to build 
the local food supply chain and improve access to healthy food. For instance, private philanthropy can 
provide support for the organizational capacity building that is needed to apply for federal funds, for 
convening diverse stakeholders to increase their knowledge about funding opportunities, and to build 
relationships with one another, etc. Federal funds can complement philanthropic investments in a 
range of ways. Importantly, in some cases these funds also represent more significant cash infusions 
for capital and programmatic improvements than individual foundations can provide. 
 
Other themes that emerged from the day, included:  
 

1. Regionalizing the food system can generate improvements to individual health, community 
and economic development, and create opportunities to build positive social networks. 
 

2. Collaboration between a range of actors in the regional food system, including those who may 
not themselves be eligible for USDA funding, is both possible and desirable. 
 

3. Supporting advocacy to change local policies to institutionalize best practices, create 
permanent funding streams, and to allow for a broader set of enterprises and activities within 
the regional food system, is needed. 
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4. Supporting advocacy for strong federal programs like the Farm Bill must also not be 
overlooked, particularly in light of the expectation of pressure for continuing cuts to domestic 
programs. 
 

5. Ensuring funding to educate children and families on food and health, as well as for financial 
incentives which help them to increase their consumption of healthy foods, is critical. 
 

6. Applying for USDA programs can be very complex - enough so in some cases that institutions 
and producers with sufficient resources may forego applying for funding.  
 

7. Bringing an even broader group of stakeholders together is needed – at its core, food access is 
a social and economic justice issue that can’t be solved just by convening stakeholders 
committed to regionalizing the food system. 

Follow-Up and Evaluation  
 

An online survey was sent to all participants following the convening. This was accompanied by a list of 
upcoming regional conferences and meetings on healthy food access and sustainable agriculture. A 
graphic from the USDA on programs along the supply chain, as well as an assessment of federal funds 
supporting regional food system development from consultant Kate Fitzgerald, were also distributed 
at, and subsequent to, the meeting. (These are included again at the end of this summary, as is a copy 
of the final agenda.) Brief convening highlights were also included in this presentation in the Daily 
WRAG. 
 
Fifty-six percent of the attendees completed the evaluation of the event, rating the overall quality, 
content, and networking opportunities a 4.1 on a 5 point scale. Forty-seven percent of the respondents 
participated in the full event, followed by another 39 percent who participated in at least half of the 
event. The location of the meeting in Tysons Corner for this gathering of regional stakeholders was 
rated at 4.2 on a 5 point scale. 
 
Highlights cited repeatedly included the opportunity to better understand USDA’s role in funding 
regional food systems development, meeting USDA representatives, hearing directly from current and 
former USDA grantees, and networking with peers and other stakeholders.  
 
Here’s a selection of responses from the broad spectrum of attendees who participated on convening 
highlights: 
 

“Highlights for me were hearing from USDA [representatives] about how much they are trying 

to connect with people on the ground. Put a human and approachable face on a government 

agency. I also appreciated the density of funders in the room.” 

 

“Networking.  Hearing how various grants have been implemented that might be applicable to 

my organization and our programming.” 

 

https://storify.com/WRAGtweets/funding-greater-washington-s-food-system-opportuni
https://storify.com/WRAGtweets/funding-greater-washington-s-food-system-opportuni
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“The highlights were meeting people in the region that I had heard about. Another highlight 

was learning about funding opportunities that I didn't realize my non-profit can qualify for.” 

 

“It was good networking, and also learning about USDA programs, that even for someone who 

works with NRCS
1
 everyday, I had no idea existed.  Also interesting to hear about people 

continuing to attempt to bring local food into the schools which is a tough nut to crack.” 

 
Many respondents expressed an interest in a future regional gathering on this topic whether in the 
survey or through other direct feedback to Washington Regional Food Funders. Here’s a sample of 
responses on what issues could be included if the meeting were held again: 
 

“How can a funder bring partners together to fund a program that has multiple aspects (e.g. 

school garden/nutrition program) being done by different organizations so that all 

organizations benefit from funding and also from the collaboration.” 

 

“I would LOVE to see a future convening of this day. Additional topics would be for farm 

incubators/ farmer training programs, and maybe more on food hubs, and farm to school.” 

 

“Yes. It would be nice to have a conference that looks more at nonprofit funding opportunities 

and ways to use investors…to help fund these projects. Another great topic would be ways to 

collaborate and build regional funding opportunities from larger funding sources (healthcare 

industry, insurance, investment companies, etc.) At some point it would be great to address the 

differences and opportunities to collaborate with the market-based and food assistance (food 

pantry/food bank) efforts. Support tends to [have] gone way or the other, rather than a 

combined approach.” 

 
Twenty-five percent of the survey respondents attended the Virginia Funders briefing on the results of 
the Virginia Farmers Market Assessment. Ninety-three percent of those who responded,  whether 
from philanthropy, government, or otherwise, indicated that they would like to remain engaged in the 
conversation on the Farmers Market Assessment and ways to increase SNAP acceptance at Virginia's 
farmers markets. 

 
Next Steps and Acknowledgements 
 
Feedback from the October 17th event affirmed the value of continuing to convene stakeholders from 
across Greater Washington’s Regional Food System on strategic, timely topics of interest to share 
technical information and continue to build cross-sector relationships. In the coming months, 
Washington Regional Food Funders (WRFF) will send a subsequent survey to assess the impact of the 
meeting. WRFF will work with grantees, USDA, and other stakeholders to determine the feasibility of 
offering a convening on funding in the coming year. Funders participating in the Virginia Funders lunch 
who indicated an interest in remaining engaged in opportunities to strengthen the connections 
between the Commonwealth’s farmers markets and low-income consumers will be contacted shortly 
with opportunities to support these efforts. 

                                                           
1
 USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service 
 



    
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Funding Greater Washington’s Regional Food System is a one-day convening hosted by Washington Regional Food 
Funders a working group of Washington Regional Association of Grantmakers. It is a chance for food and 
agricultural-related nonprofits, businesses, institutions, local, state and federal agencies, as well as funders of all 
kinds, to learn about U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs, grants, and other funding opportunities 
available through the 2014 Farm Bill.  

 

Agenda* 
 
9:30 – 10:00 am  Registration  
 
10:00 – 10:30 am Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Celeste James, Director of Community Health at Kaiser Permanente of the Mid-Atlantic 
States and Washington Regional Food Funders Member 

      
Basil I. Gooden, State Director - Virginia 
USDA Rural Development 

 
10:30 – 11 am Strengthening Local and Regional Food Systems using USDA Funds and 

Other Partnerships 

 Overview of Funding Opportunities in the 2014 Farm Bill  

 The Role of Funding Partnerships  
 
Elanor Starmer, National Coordinator and Advisor, Local and Regional Food Systems, 
Office of the Secretary, USDA 
Wendy Wasserman, Office of Communications, USDA 

 
 
 
 

Washington Regional Food Funders thanks Gannett Company, Inc for providing their meeting space for this event. Photo 
credits: L Smith for top left photo of The Organic Garden at THEARC in Washington, D.C., and Charles Borst for the 
middle and top right photos of the Spotsylvania Farmers Market for The Farmer’s Market Co. 
 

  Funding Greater Washington’s Food System: 
  Opportunities Available through the 2014 Farm Bill 
 

   Friday, October 17th from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm (program begins at 10 am) 

   7950 Jones Branch Drive | McLean, VA  22107 

 

 
 

https://www.washingtongrantmakers.org/food-systems
https://www.washingtongrantmakers.org/food-systems
https://www.washingtongrantmakers.org/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://share.kaiserpermanente.org/
http://share.kaiserpermanente.org/


    
   
 

11:00 – 12:15 pm Connecting Low Income Consumers with Local, Healthy Food at Farmers Markets, 
Schools, etc. 

Panel Discussion: Panelists from around the region will share their experiences accessing 
USDA and philanthropic funding to improve food security while supporting local farms. 
A more in-depth look at USDA programs related to Farmers Market Incentives, SNAP, 
Farm to School, CSA and SNAP, and Farmers Market Promotion Program 

 Christopher Bradshaw, Executive Director, Dreaming Out Loud 

 Michele Levy, Co-Founder, Maryland Farmers Market Association  

 Lauren Shweder Biel, Executive Director, DC Greens 

 Susan Roberson, Director, Richmond Public Schools Food and Nutrition Service 
Q & A with Meeting Participants 
 
Moderator and Discussion Leader: Kate Fitzgerald, Kate Fitzgerald Consulting 
 

12:15 – 1:45 pm  Lunch and Networking 
Presentation and discussion: How Are Local Governments Leveraging Other Federal 
Funds to Build Regional Food Systems?  
Speaker: Laura Goddeeris, Center for Regional Food Systems at Michigan State University on 
Local Government Support for Food Systems: Themes and Opportunities from National Data 

 
Informal, small group discussions with USDA representatives on programs presented 
throughout the day. 

 
Concurrent Lunch Meeting for Virginia Funders on the 2014 Virginia Farmers 
Market Assessment 
From the Ground Up: Building a Network of Nutrition Incentive Program Operators in Virginia. 
Following an overview of the Assessment results, this interactive discussion is designed 
for Virginia funder input on how to structure this statewide project.  
 
Speakers: Julia Pon, Wholesome Wave and Elizabeth Borst, The Farmers Market Co., co-
facilitators of the 2014 Assessment of local food access for low-income consumers in 
Virginia. Brief introductory remarks from Carol Pickering, Dietel Partners (lunch sponsor) 
and Gus Schumacher, Wholesome Wave 

 
1:45 to 2:00 pm  Break 
 
2:00 – 3:15 pm Increasing Production and Distribution of Healthy, Local Food from Farm to 

Market 
Panel Discussion: Practitioners from around the region will talk about USDA funding 
related to Community Food Projects, Urban Agriculture, Food Hubs, Beginning 
Farmers and Ranchers, Specialty Crops, etc., to increase local food production, 
processing, and distribution and strengthen the regional supply chain.  

 Rachael Callahan, Executive Director, Common Good City Farm  

 Kathlyn Terry, Executive Director, Appalachian Sustainable Development 

 Dena Leibman, Executive Director, Future Harvest CASA 

 Chris Guerre, Maple Avenue Market 
Q & A with Meeting Participants 

 
Moderator: Jim Barham, Agricultural Economist, Rural Development, USDA   

3:15 – 3:30 pm   Summary of the Day 

http://www.dreamingoutloud.org/
http://www.marylandfma.org/
http://dcgreens.org/
http://web.richmond.k12.va.us/Departments/SchoolNutritionServices.aspx
http://foodsystems.msu.edu/
http://foodsystems.msu.edu/uploads/files/local-govt-survey-brief.pdf
http://www.wholesomewave.org/
http://www.thefarmersmarket.co/
http://commongoodcityfarm.org/
http://asdevelop.org/
http://www.futureharvestcasa.org/
http://www.mapleavenuemarket.com/


    
   
 

 
3:30 – 4:30 pm Meeting of Food Policy Advocates and Food Policy Councils from Greater 

Washington 
Reflections from the October 5th to 8th Chesapeake Food Policy Council Leadership 
Training  
 
Facilitator: Anne Palmer, Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future, Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 

 
    Concurrent Networking and Social Hour 

Appetizers and nonalcoholic beverages will be served. Beer and wine will be available 
for purchase at a cash bar.  

 
 

 
 
 
Meeting Notes 
 
 

 

http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-a-livable-future/
http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-a-livable-future/


    
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Follow-Up  
 
Thank you for participating in Friday’s convening! This attachment contains two handouts requested by participants 
and registrants unable to be there for the event.  
 
We’re indebted to all of our panelists and speakers for sharing their stories with us. We thank them for using their 
experiences to set the stage for rich discussions throughout the day about the value and need for partnerships to 
fund regional food systems development and advocate for systems change. 
 
Thanks also to our convening sponsors and hosts – Gannett Co Inc. and Gannett Foundation, Washington 
Regional Food Funders, and Dietel Partners – for making possible this meeting of 110 representatives from Greater 
Washington nonprofits, food hubs, educational institutions, local and State government, philanthropy, food policy 
councils and coalitions, and more. A brief summary of the meeting and evaluation results will be available soon. 
 

Handouts  
 

1. USDA Programs along the Supply Chain, courtesy of Jim Barham and Rural Development at USDA 
This slide shows the USDA programs that can be leveraged to support regional food systems 
development from farm to fork  
 

2. Fitzgerald Canepa Federal Funding for Regional Food Systems Spreadsheet – August 2014 
This spreadsheet, courtesy of panel moderator and consultant Kate Fitzgerald and her colleague, was 
distributed at the meeting. Note that the dollar are not the programs' complete funding but what 
was committed to regional food system programs in the previous two years according to the 
authors’ judgment. 

 
 
 
 
Photo credits: L Smith for top left photo of The Organic Garden at THEARC in Washington, D.C., and Charles Borst for the middle and 
top right photos of the Spotsylvania Farmers Market for The Farmer’s Market Co. 

  Funding Greater Washington’s Food System: 
  Opportunities Available through the 2014 Farm Bill 
 
   Friday, October 17th from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm  
   7950 Jones Branch Drive | McLean, VA  22107 
 



   USDA Programs in the Local Food Supply Chain 

• Farm Loans 
 

• Farm Storage Loans 
 

• Organic Cost Share 
 

• Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program 
(hoop houses/high 
tunnels) 

• Business and Industry 
Guaranteed Loans 
 

• Community Facilities  
Loans and Grants 
 

• Rural Business 
Enterprise Grants 
 

• Rural Business 
Opportunity Grants 
 

• Value-Added Producer 
Grants 
 

• Local Food Promotion 
Program 

 
 

 

• Conservation 
Reserve Program 
 

• Agricultural 
Conservation 
Easement  Program 
 

• Conservation 
Stewardship 
Program 
 

• Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program 

• Business and Industry 
Guaranteed Loans 
 

• Community Facilities  
Loans and Grants 
 

• Rural Business 
Enterprise Grants  
 

• Rural Business 
Opportunity Grants 
 

• Local Food Promotion 
Program 
 

• Specialty Crop Block 
Grants 

 

 
• Farm to School Grants 

 

• Senior Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Program 
 

• WIC Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Program 
 

• Community Food 
Projects Competitive 
Grants 
 

• Farmers Market 
Promotion Program 
 

• Specialty Crop Block 
Grants 

 
 

Land  
Conservation 

Processing 

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer 

Aggregation/  
Distribution 

Production Markets / 
Consumers 

 
• Rural Cooperative Development Grants 

 

• Small Business Innovation Research 
 

• Risk Management Education  Program 
 

• Federal State Marketing Improvement Program 
 

 

• Conservation Technical Assistance 
 

• Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program 
 

• Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program 
 

• Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

 

Research, Education, and Technical Assistance Programs – all along the supply chain 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=landing
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=prsu&topic=flp-fp
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateQ&leftNav=NationalOrganicProgram&page=NOPCostSharing&description=Organic Cost Share Program
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/?&cid=stelprdb1046250
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/?&cid=stelprdb1046250
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/?&cid=stelprdb1046250
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/?&cid=stelprdb1046250
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/bcp_gar.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/bcp_gar.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbeg.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbeg.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbog.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbog.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&leftNav=WholesaleandFarmersMarkets&page=LFPP&description=Local Food Promotion Program
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&leftNav=WholesaleandFarmersMarkets&page=LFPP&description=Local Food Promotion Program
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/easements/acep/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/easements/acep/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/easements/acep/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/csp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/bcp_gar.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/bcp_gar.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbeg.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbeg.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbog.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_rbog.html
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&leftNav=WholesaleandFarmersMarkets&page=LFPP&description=Local Food Promotion Program
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&leftNav=WholesaleandFarmersMarkets&page=LFPP&description=Local Food Promotion Program
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=SpecialtyCropBlockGrant0Program&topNav=&leftNav=CommodityAreas&page=SCBGP&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=SpecialtyCropBlockGrant0Program&topNav=&leftNav=CommodityAreas&page=SCBGP&resultType
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/2014-training-and-event-grant-state-awards
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfmnp/senior-farmers-market-nutrition-program-sfmnp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfmnp/senior-farmers-market-nutrition-program-sfmnp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fmnp/wic-farmers-market-nutrition-program-fmnp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fmnp/wic-farmers-market-nutrition-program-fmnp
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/food/in_focus/hunger_if_competitive.html
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/food/in_focus/hunger_if_competitive.html
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/food/in_focus/hunger_if_competitive.html
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/fmpp
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/fmpp
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=SpecialtyCropBlockGrant0Program&topNav=&leftNav=CommodityAreas&page=SCBGP&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=SpecialtyCropBlockGrant0Program&topNav=&leftNav=CommodityAreas&page=SCBGP&resultType
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_RCDG.html
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html
http://www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/agreements/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/FSMIP
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/home/?cid=nrcs143_008348
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmerandrancher.cfm
http://www.sare.org/
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/rfas/afri.html
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER


* Not all totals are complete, but indicate the most recent data available.        

1 Funding for the Farmers Market Promotion Program was increased in the 2014 farm bill. It will have $15M per year in mandatory funding every year FY2014 - FY2018.        
2 The Local Food Promotion Program is new, established in the 2014 farm bill. It will have $15M in mandatory funding each year from FY 2014 through FY 2018. The first rounds of grant awards will be announced in September, 2014.      
3 The Specialty Crop Block Grant is a grant made by USDA to State Departments of Agriculture, who then re-grant the funds to organizations within the state to conduct a variety of programs that will increase the purchase of fruits, 
   vegetables and tree nuts in the state. The 2014 farm bill increased total funding for the program to $72.5M per year for 2014 - 2017 and $82.5 in 2018.      
4 The 2014 farm bill increased funding from $5M to $9M per year for Community Food Projects.      
5 This is a new program created by the 2014 farm bill.      
6 The Rural Development agency has a variety of grant and loan programs that can be used for projects and to purchase buildings and equipment in rural communities. This Administration has encouraged their use for the development 
   of Regional Food Systems, with varying degrees of success. RBEG and RBOG have been the programs most useful for this kind of work.        

Regional Food System Funding – USDA

Purpose

Grants to support development of farmers’ markets and other 
farm-direct retail, including improving food access for low-income 
consumers.

Development and expansion of local food business enterprises.

Improve markets for an increased consumption of fruits, 
vegetables, and tree nuts.

Community based projects to increase food security, community 
resiliency, and reduce hunger.

To support the development of the next generation of farmers and 
ranchers. Training programs, mentorship, etc. in rural and urban 
communities.

A wide variety of research programs across a range of fields. Of 
interest to Regional Food Systems are Research and Extension 
projects on various impacts of farmers’ market development, 
community and school gardens, some farm to school.

Incentives for WIC participants to use to purchase fruits and 
vegetables at farmers’ markets.

Incentives for low-income seniors to use at farmers’ markets.

Grants to help schools purchase locally for meals, develop school 
gardens, and implement integrated nutrition and ag lessons.

Grants to provide point of sale incentives to SNAP participants 
for the purchase of fruits and vegetables.

Grants to support the success of farmers and ranchers of color 
and farmers who are military veterans.

Grants for a variety of rural development programs including to 
improve access to healthy, affordable food and develop regional 
food systems.

Federal Dept

USDA

Agency

Agriculture Marketing 
Service (AMS)

AMS

AMS

National Institute for Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA)

NIFA

NIFA

Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS)

FNS

FNS

FNS

Office of Advocacy and 
Outreach

Rural Development

Program 

Farmers Market Promotion Program1

Local Food Promotion Program 2

Specialty Crop Block Grant 3

Community Food Projects 4

Beginning Farmer & Rancher Development Program

Childhood Obesity Prevention; Foundational Program 
to Land Grant Universities; Agriculture Economies &
Rural Communities Program; Gloal Food Security

Farmers' Market Nutrition Program for WIC

Farmers' Market Nutrition Program for Seniors

Farm to School Grant Program

Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive Program 5

Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers & Ranchers and Veteran Farmers & Ranchers

Rural Business Enterprise & Opportunity Grants 6

Funding

$15M per year1

 

$15M per year

$72.5M per year3

$9M per year4

$20M

About $260M per 
year, varies based 
on appropriations

$16.5M based on 
appropriations

$20M per year

$5M per year

$100M (2014 - 2018 
total spending)

$10M per year

Varies based 
on annual 
appropriations

Recent Spending on Regional 
Food System Specific Projects*

$12,603,203 (2011 & 
2012 combined)

2014 first year, decisions pending

$9,460,624 (2012 & 2013 
combined)

$10M (2012 & 2013 combined)

$10,822,772 (only 2012)

About $20M (2011 - 2014)

 

$33M (2012 - 2013)

$40M (2012 & 2013 combined)

$9.7 (2012 & 2013)

First grants will be made in 
early 2015

Information not available

$2M (2012 & 2013 combined)

Implementation Organization or Agency

Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), 
local government and public agencies, farmer 
associations, etc.

As above

State agriculture departments, NGOs, farmer trade 
associations

NGOs

NGOs, farmer associations, universities

Projects led by researchers and Extension staff at land 
grant institutions

Implemented by various state agencies

Implemented by various state agencies

NGOs, state and local school districts, other 
public agencies

NGOs, state and/or local public agencies, farmer 
assocations, etc.

NGOs, 1890 and other Land Grant Colleges

NGOs, public agencies, economic development 
authorities

Available 
Evaluation?

Yes

N/A

No

Yes

P, through 
2011

No

No

No

P, Farm to 
School 
census

N/A

No

No

Website

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/fmpp

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/lfpp

http://www.ams.usda.gov/
AMSv1.0/SCBGP

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/beginning
farmerandrancher.cfm

http://cris.nifa.usda.gov/cgi-bin/star
finder/0?path=fastlink1.txt&id=anon&
pass=&search=GC=A2101&format=
WEBTITLESG 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/fmnp/wic-
farmers-market-nutrition-program-fmnp

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfmnp/senior-
farmers-market-nutrition-program-sfmnp

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/
fy-2015-farm-school-grant-program-
funds-available

http://www.ers.usda.gov/agricultural-
act-of-2014-highlights-and-implications/
nutrition.aspx#.VADSVWRdWZM

http://www.outreach.usda.gov/grants/

 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/LP_Econ
DevHome.html

F I T Z G E R A L D   •   C A N E P A
F A R M S      F O O D     E C O N O M Y



* Not all totals are complete, but indicate the most recent data available.        

7 Funding for the Community Transformation Grants came from the Affordable Care Act Prevention Fund. This program has been discontinued.      
8 Communities Putting Prevention to Work programs were funded through the "stimulus" spending of 2009. The program has now been discontinued.      
9 Partnerships to Improve Community Health program takes the place of Community Transformation Grants, effective FY 2014.      

Regional Food System Funding – HHS, Treasury, Commerce, Labor, Small Business Administration and HUD

F I T Z G E R A L D   •   C A N E P A
F A R M S      F O O D     E C O N O M Y

Purpose

Development of healthy food retail and some food production 
projects in underserved communities.

Community led programs to reduce chronic disease. Some programs 
have included improving access to healthy food and improving 
food environments as part of larger community approaches.

ARRA funded projects to reduce obesity and tobacco use. Some 
of the obesity reduction efforts included regional food system 
development components.

Population-based strategies to reduce heart disease, stroke, 
diabetes and obesity by reducing risk factors.

Grants and loans to develop healthy food retail in underserved 
communities.

Regional development, disaster recovery – has very occasionally 
included support for regional food system infrastructure.

Migrant and seasonal farmworker skills training, job placement, 
case management, and direct assistance payments.

To assist small business concerns by providing long-term, 
fixed-rate financing for fixed assets through the sale of debentures 
to private investors.

Support the development of comprehensive neighborhood 
Transformation Plans. The Transformation Plan should integrate 
effective strategies to implement public and/or assisted housing 
revitalization, the coordination and design of supportive services, 
including educational opportunities for children, and neighborhood-
level planning to improve a range of neighborhood assets. 

Employ a comprehensive approach to community development 
centered on housing transformation. The program aims to 
transform neighborhoods of poverty into viable mixed-income 
neighborhoods with access to economic activities by revitalizing 
severely distressed public and assisted housing and investing 
and leveraging investments in well-functioning services, effective 
schools, and education programs, public assets, public 
transportation, and improved access to jobs.

Federal Dept

Health and 
Human Services 
Admin. (HHS)

U.S. Department 
of the Treasury

U.S. Department
of Commerce

U.S. Department
of Labor

Small Business
Administration

Housing 
and Urban 
Development

Agency

Administration for Children 
and Families

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC)

CDC
 

CDC 

Community Development 
Financial Institutions

Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)

ETA

PIH

PIH

Program 

Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI)

 

Community Transformation Grants 7

Communities Putting Partnership to Work 
(discontinued, partial evaluation done and full 
evaluation in Fall 2014 8

Partnerships to Improve Community Health (PICH) 9

Healthy Food Financing Initiative

Economic Development Assistance Program (EDAP)

National Farmworker Jobs Program
 

CDC/504 Loan Program: Real Estate and 
Equipment Loans

Choice Neighborhood Planning Grants

Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grants 

Funding

Up to $20M annually

$177M (2011 & 
2012)

$230M

Pending

Varies

About $360M 
per year

Recent Spending on Regional 
Food System Specific Projects*

$19M (2013 & 2014 combined)

Part of about $35M in 
2011 & 2012

Regional food systems 
component of $148M in 
22 state grants

N/A

$90M total to date, $45,088,432
(2012 & 2013), loans 
and grants

$407,600 (2012 & 2013)

$9.1M (2013)

$1.15M (2011-12) for two 
loans for food businesses

$900,000 (2012) for planning 
grants in 3 jurisdictions focused 
on healthy food access, farmers’ 
markets, community gardens, 
grocery store development

Portion of $140.47M in 5 states 
for food retail development, 
urban farm & community gardens

Implementation Organization or Agency

Community Development Corporations (CDCs)

Public health departments and multi-disciplinary 
collaboratives

Public health departments and multi-disciplinary 
collaboratives

Government, NGOs

Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI)

Economic development agencies

NGOs, government (American job centers, 
state-level agencies)

Commercial banks, government, for-profit 
businesses

NGOs, community collaboratives, government, 
consultants

Government, NGOs, hospitals, real estate developers, 
banks, CDCs, CDFIs

Available 
Evaluation?

No

2015

Fall 2014

N/A

No

No

Website

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/
ocs/programs/community-economic-
development/healthy-food-financing

http://www.cdc.gov/NCCDPHP/dch/
programs/communitytransformation/
pdf/ctg-factsheet-update.pdf

http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dch/
programs/CommunitiesPutting
PreventiontoWork/resources/index.htm 8

http://www.cdfifund.gov/docs/2014/
CDFI/2014%20CDFI%20Program%
20Award%20Book.pdf

http://www.eda.gov/annual-reports/
fy2013/overview.htm

http://wdr.doleta.gov/research/FullText_
Documents/ETAOP_2013_20.pdf

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
documents/huddoc?id=CN2012Project
Summaries.pdf 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/
documents/huddoc?id=CNFY2010-
2011.pdf



Grant Funding by State, 2011 – 2013

State

Alabama

Alaska

American Samoa

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

D.C.

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

CDC Div of Community Health

farm mkt, EBT, WIC, gardens

farm mkt, gardens

farm mkt, EBT, gardens 
farm to school, healthy retail

food policy council, gardens

farm mkt, EBT, farm to school, 
gardens, healthy retail

healthy corner stores

gardens

farm to school, gardens

farm mkts, EBT, WIC

farmers’ markets

local food purchase

HFFI 
(2012 - 2013)

$3,000,000

$1,550,000

$9,000,000

$3,500,000

$2,000,000

$1,500,000

SCBG 
(2011 - 2013

$181,443

$217,811

$168,803

$52,000

$9,211,703

$21,194

$233,023

$275,515

$175,993

$1,631,432

$60,000

$155,779

$50,000

$78,417

$50,000

$20,830

$26,964

$65,845

$134,923

$47,779

$99,917

$43,500

$144,053

$65,248

BFRD 
(2011 & 2012)

$675,491

$675,750

$2,600,767

$675,750

$1,424,538

$401,802

$1,087,210

$676,680

$365,888

$526,828

$70,150

$389,670

EDA 
(2012 & 2013)

$367,600

FMPP 
(2011 & 2012)

$132,714 

$221,847 

$1,058,565

$147,741 

$343,646 

$686,827 

$714,628 

$90,460 

$42,220 

$626,015 

$55,364 

$11,553 

$157,983 

$172,885 

$168,056 

$235,775 

$367,479 

$596,700 

$74,387 

$249,911 

$305,597 

$305,633 

$112,578 

F2S 
(2012 & 2013)

$100,000

$44,999

$186,503

$176,779

$813,101

$524,121

$198,100

$199,998

$138,116

$145,000

$430,367

$44,800

$40,670

$136,562

$100,000

$195,600

$100,000

$223,580

$145,000

$244,014

$93,750

$374,894

$189,900

$245,204

$171,328

$235,018

$321,704

$99,600

2501P 
(2012)

$231,450

DOL - Employment 
and Training 
Admin. (2013)

$1,823,870 

$312,663
 

$873,721 

$1,323,811 

$1,227,221 

SBA - 504 
Loan 
(2011-2012)

$800,000 

HUD - Choice 
Neighborhood 
Planning Grant 
(2012)

$300,000
 

HUD - Choice 
Neigborhood 
Implementation 
Grant (2011-2012)

supermarket, urban farm

supermkt/grocery store

community garden

STATE FUNDING 
TOTALS

$956,934

$44,999

$217,811

$1,395,220

$450,626

$18,808,006

$2,095,315

$946,464

$819,159

$314,109

$3,263,259

$1,880,745

$447,923

$82,890

$11,342,894

$1,079,085

$687,372

$100,000

$5,018,773

$2,338,715

$439,034

$1,072,050

$2,377,296

$2,524,078

$946,336

$1,762,110

$1,074,338

$627,337

$277,426



Grant Funding by State, 2011 – 2013

State

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

Jemex Pueblo NM

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Cherokee Nation OK

Choctaw Nation OK

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virgin Islands

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Totals

CDC Div of Community Health

farm mkt incentives, gardens

farm mkt incentive

farm mkt. garden, healthy retail

comm'y gardens

farm to school

garden 

farm mkts, gardens, healthy retail

farm mkt incentives, corner stores

farm mkt, gardens, mobile mkt

farm mkt, SNAP, WIC, healthy retail

farm mkts

farm to school, gardens

HFFI 
(2012 - 2013)

$6,750,000

$3,000,000

$1,000,000

$6,000,000

$2,500,000

$5,288,432

$45,088,432

SCBG 
(2011 - 2013

$80,100

$46,347

$34,936

$12,922

$362,802

$288,000

$20,000

$234,836

$74,750

$19,780

$67,583

$412,337

$106,850

$95,673

$39,118

$69,619

$61,500

$12,000

$15,251,325

BFRD 
(2011 & 2012)

$674,972

$358,484

$1,198,510

$703,800

$742,526

$570,249

$678,016

$391,844

$1,238,239

$744,475

$16,871,639

EDA 
(2012 & 2013)

$40,000

$407,600

FMPP 
(2011 & 2012)

$75,405 

$307,191 

$205,101 

$371,766 

$994,417 

$419,593 

$454,707
 

$494,755 

$519,170 

$84,625 

$143,944 

$144,082 

$182,530 

$478,598 

$165,555 

$544,159 

$112,021 

$33,750 

$22,270 

$12,632,203

F2S 
(2012 & 2013)

$190,720

$30,737

$178,498

$236,612

$410,376

$399,737

$208,881

$189,841

$291,712

$166,418

$91,917

$199,933

$61,094

$40,286

$87,819

$191,712

$221,619

$353,238

$394,750

$9,864,608

2501P 
(2012)

$226,568

$458,018

DOL - Employment 
and Training 
Admin. (2013)

$658,701 

$2,893,426 

$9,113,413

SBA - 504 
Loan 
(2011-2012)

$345,500 

$1,145,500

HUD - Choice 
Neighborhood 
Planning Grant 
(2012)

$300,000 

$300,000 

$900,000

HUD - Choice 
Neigborhood 
Implementation 
Grant (2011-2012)

supermkt dev, comm’y 
garden, healthy eating/
active living

community garden

STATE FUNDING 
TOTALS

$1,021,197

$742,759

$1,417,236

$0

$1,806,888

$8,800,293

$4,523,130

$0

$1,663,588

$0

$0

$945,289

$1,149,269

$7,543,837

$2,998,051

$326,753

$418,627

$224,956

$290,399

$4,156,770

$106,850

$452,940

$391,844

$6,093,328

$1,773,117

$95,250

$1,388,063

$12,000

$111,732,738
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